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Sea-Run Brook Trout Coalition is a grassroots organization, made of anglers 
and conservationists alike dedicated to the protection of remaining salter 
brook trout populations, as well as the restoration of America’s first game fish.  
 
On the cover: Scientific Advisor Justin Fleming carefully lowers a GoPro camera to gain underwater footage 
of brook trout spawning in a coastal, southeast Massachusetts stream. Photo by Max Holmes. 

A wonderful female brook trout caught by 11-year-old Falmouth local, Nate Holmes. His 
first fish entered into SRBTC’s AASI project at 193 mm. 
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SRBTC is growing up. And we need your help. 
Letter from the Executive Director: Geoffrey Day 

Since our founding in 2009, SRBTC has been 100% volunteer 
operated by founders Michael Hopper, Warren Winders and Geoffrey 
Day. 2016 marks transitions with Michael Hopper’s presidency coming 
to an end and Geoffrey Day being elected as Executive Director. And 
with that comes challenges. 

SRBTC needs your support. We need your help in spreading the 
word about the successes on Red Brook and the Quashnet River. And we need your help in volunteering on 
fishing and research crews. We also need to build our board to help meet coming challenges as we extend 
what we’ve learned into other systems and other states. 

This issue of The Salter marks the first official publication designed and put together by new board 
member Justin Fleming. Read more about Justin’s scientific work in creating the Advanced Angler Scientific 
Initiative, where fishermen working with little more than a smart phone and measuring board can help wildlife 
biologists understand what’s going on with salter habitat use wherever they fish. Some call this “Citizen 
Science” – but what Justin has going is just a bit more.  Most of the tech side of this is free and Open Source 
and we hope others will be inspired to start doing their own tracking. 

It also marks The Salter’s first piece by Steve Hurley. Steve is Mass Wildlife’s Southeast District 
Fisheries Manager and he is probably the most experienced biologist ever to work with salter brook trout. In 
just two brooks alone, Steve has close to 20 years of combined data from studying the behavior of salter brook 
trout with radio frequency ID tracking. In this issue of The Salter, Steve writes about an extraordinary finding 
where he observed the never-before-photographed spawning of wild brook trout in salt water. 

The fall of 2016 also marks the development of two new brook trout habitat enhancements through 
the removal of a dam and culvert just south of Boston. Warren Winders writes about the removal of Tack 
Factory Dam and the Iron Mine Brook culvert, both significant improvements for anadromous fish in the 
Norwell and Hanover MA area.  The dam removal on Third Herring Brook will open 8 miles of coldwater stream 
habitat to herring smelt, eels and, most importantly from our perspective, it will reconnect the native brook 
trout with the North River. About 2 miles upstream, Iron Mine Brook now flows unimpeded into the North 
River's major tributary, the Indian Head River. Iron Mine’s brook trout couldn’t migrate to the sea and back 
due to poorly designed culverts. Today, trout and other fish can freely enter the Indian Head and easily access 
tidal waters again – the first time in decades. 

These habitat restoration projects are not alone. Future editions will discuss nearest neighbor 
reintroductions of wild trout in the Coonamessett and Childs Rivers in Southeastern MA, as well as habitat 
restoration and other salter protection and restoration projects in Maine, New Hampshire and beyond. 

And yes, the brook trout fishing has been good – not only in southeastern MA, but Maine as well – 
you can read about it in these pages. But more importantly, the fish are doing quite well; in key places, habitat 
is improving and expanding; and we’re super pleased to be working with partners to help understand, restore, 
protect and conserve coastal stream habitat and the unique wildlife that lives there. 

Hope to see you in the field sometime soon, 

Geof Day 

Executive Director 
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“Cold Water, Cold Beer” Generates Funds for Cold Water Conservation 

By: Geoffrey Day 

This year, SRBTC, along with a variety partners, initiated a fun new form of outreach 
and fundraising called Cold Water / Cold Beer™. CWCB came about after Helen Silver, Tim 
Purinton, Garry Crago and others met for dinner after a Greater Boston Trout Unlimited 
event back in the fall of 2015. It was an interesting evening as Helen is with Biodiversity for 
a Livable Climate, Tim Purinton is with Mass Department of Ecological Restoration and 
Garry Crago is with Greater Boston Trout Unlimited. All agreed that more needed to be 
done. But what and how might we reach out to others? After a few meetings, Cold Water / 
Cold Beer was conceived to collaboratively work together. Across two events in 2016, CWCB 
has raised over $5,000 dedicated to cold-water conservation projects. 

CWCB is a simple format designed after the popular Green Drinks program. A short 
event is planned, all speakers are intentionally very brief, and the event is sponsored by a 
local brewery. Our first event, this past spring at Harpoon Brewery in Boston, featured a 
short talk by Geof Day of SRBTC about Red Brook, Beth Lambert from Mass Division of 
Ecological Restoration about dam removal, and UMass’s Andy Danylchuk previewed a short 
film he is working on to showcase dam removal projects in Massachusetts.  

As our first event was sold out, CWCB organizers decided this idea deserved a larger 
venue and CWCB II moved to Patagonia’s Boston store, with beer provided by Ipswich Ale 
Breweries. Speakers—loosely organized around the topic Trout in the Time of Drought—
included Wayne Castonguay of the Ipswich River Watershed Association, Julia Blatt of the 
Mass Rivers Alliance and Adam Kautza of MassWildlife. Wayne spoke about causes and 
effects of the extreme low water conditions of the Ipswich River, Julia spoke about 
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statewide political efforts to protect rivers in Massachusetts, and Adam spoke about how 
water fisheries respond to drought.  

Cold Water / Cold Beer is successfully drawing lots of new voices to trout and water 
conservation. As the original intent was to bring the messages of fishing and conservation 
to new demographics, organizers are very pleased with the progress and plans are being 
made to run more CWCB type events in both larger and smaller venues whenever possible.  

This idea is so popular that organizers have been fielding requests from other 
organizations, and similar themed events are popping up elsewhere. NH’s Ammonoosuc 
Chapter of TU is now running a successful event called “Clean Streams, Cold Beer” based 
on this concept, sponsored by Schilling Beer. CWCB organizers have agreed that this idea -
- and the now trademarked name -- should be available and “open” for others to use, 
provided organizers meet the criteria that the event is supporting holistic, process-based 
river restoration efforts that value native wild cold- water fisheries.  

Expect more Cold Water / Cold Beer in the near future! 

 

Beth Lambert of the Mass Department of Ecological Restoration talks about 
habitat restoration. 
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Advanced Angler Science Initiative 
By: Justin Fleming 

 In October 2016, Sea-Run Brook Trout Coalition’s executive director, Geof Day, 
purchased a Biomark wand capable of reading PIT tags from our southeast Massachusetts 
salter streams. Since then SRBTC has been using anglers to help MassWildlife expand their 
data collection in streams such as Red Brook and the Quashnet River. In addition to 
scanning each fish, length and GPS coordinates of recaptured fish (those with PIT tags) are 
reported to help build our knowledge of the life history of salter brook trout.  

 One of the most useful aspects of the Advanced Angler Science Initiative (AASI) is 
that fish can be tracked in the estuarine or bay waters, where electro-fishing and PIT 
antennas are ineffective. Saltwater in both these environments inhibits the ability of 
biologists to track salters once they leave fresh water. By using an angler as a tool, brook 
trout can be captured from saltwater and added to the database. This will help us answer 
many questions such as: Will anadromy return to a restored stream? To what extent is 
anadromy present within a stream’s population? What is the length and age distribution 
among fish who leave freshwater to feed? 

 AASI passed the proof of concept phase on October 17th, 2016 when I landed the 
first confirmed recaptured brook trout. Since that day there have been many changes to 
AASI, all for the better. In total, 5 different systems have been fished, with much learned at 
each one. The focus is of course on salter streams that receive annual PIT tagging from state 
biologist Steve Hurley, but length and movement analysis on other systems can be an 
important factor in monitoring the health of other sea-run brook trout systems. AASI now 
has an official wooden measuring board to ensure safe, quick handling of fish and a tracking 
app that can easily be downloaded to any Android device. A similar app is being explored 
for the iPhone. These apps allow for tracking catch per unit angler effort (CPUaE) and linking 
of GPS, picture, length, and tag data to individual fish, all in one place with your smart 
phone.  

A gorgeous male Brook Trout caught by Max Holmes, Tag# 5594161. 
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 In addition to myself, Geoff Klane, Max Holmes and Nate Holmes have all been 
willing, happy participants to do the dirty work of catching these wonderful fish so that we 
can gather the data. Each fish landed is quickly netted and positioned so that it stays well 
submerged during the process. The first step of AASI is to wand the netted fish to determine 
whether it’s tagged or not. The next step is to measure each trout on the board, snap a 
picture, and release. All this info is recorded using a form designed within the Open Data 
Kit app where the final piece of data, GPS location, is recorded. When fishing is completed 
the form is marked as finalized and off to the cloud it goes. 

 

 

 It’s still too early to draw many conclusions, but the preliminary data from the 
streams is interesting. So far the fish landed in the study range from 3 to 13 inches, with 
the average fish being 7.7 inches. Catch Per Unit angler Effort is defined as how many fish 
an angler can land per hour of time fishing. So far the average for CPUaE 0.8. Essentially 
what this means is that an angler of moderate ability can expect to catch 1 brook trout in 
an hour and a few minutes, with that fish being of medium size at 7.7 inches. It’s important 
to note how easily spooked these fish can be, as AASI teams of 2-3 anglers often catch fewer 
fish than those angling alone. Even without including anglers, the stream is a dangerous 
place for a brook trout, and those who aren’t keyed into their surroundings are the ones 
who get picked off by predators such as birds, otters or other fish.  

AASI Summary: 
10/17/16 - 12/12/16
Total Fish: 62
Total Fish from Tagged Systems: 58
Total Recaptures: 23
Success of Recapture: 40%
Total Trips: 14
Different Systems Surveyed: 9
All Systems Average CPUaE (Fish/hr): 0.81
All Systems Average Length (Inches): 7.7
Average Fish No. per Day: 4.4
Average Time Spent in Field (hr): 2.71
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 The danger of the stream is evidenced by the brook trout pictured above, which was 
caught recently by SRBTC volunteer Geoff Klane this November. This fish was wanded, and 
returned the number #5594479. A simple recapture right? The fish measured in at 216 mm, 
which was reported along with the tag number to Steve Hurley. Several days later I received 
an email from Steve asking me to double check the number, because when the tag was 
injected in September the fish was only 83 mm. After double checking and triple checking, 
we determined that the 83 mm fish tagged was most likely inside the one pictured above. 
Cannibalism among brook trout, and fish in general, is actually quite common. It may seem 
odd to us humans, but evolutionarily it makes sense. What better way to ensure your 
species evolves than by personally picking off the weak links?  

 As time progresses SRBTC looks to grow AASI into a much larger project. It’s still in 
its infancy at only 2 months old, but is already filling in gaps in the timeline within the state 
biologist’s data set. For example, conventional wisdom tells us that salters drop out of 
freshwater post spawn, and should spend several months in salt water before returning in 
the spring. Where do they go? How long do they stay there? How mobile within the salt 
environment are they? These are some of the questions AASI looks to answer in the future. 
Building upon the blocks of Steve Hurley’s PIT tag study, which in 2016 injected over 800 
PIT tags into the brook trout of 4 systems, AASI will most certainly continue to contribute 
to his understanding of anadromous runs of brook trout in Massachusetts’ coastal waters. 
It is the goal of SRBTC to continue to grow and enhance this project to be one of the key 
tools in our emerging restoration efforts in Maine, where sea-run brook trout receive no 
special protection, and are generally poorly understood.  

 
 
Questions or comments regarding AASI can be  
sent to Justin at justin@searunbrookie.org.  

mailto:justin@searunbrookie.org?subject=Advanced%20Angler%20Science%20Initiative
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Third Herring Brook Restoration 
By: Warren Winders 
 

“Seeing the [rivers] restored to be as nature intended is profound.” Samantha Wood’s, 
Executive Director of the North and South Rivers Watershed Association, quoted from a 
Boston Globe article about the removal of Tack Factory Pond Dam on Third Herring Brook. 

 As we’re seeing with major rivers, like the Kennebec and the Penobscot, yes, it 
is profound - and it is every bit as profound to see smaller tributaries, like Norwell and 
Hanover MA’s Third Herring Brook “restored to be as nature intended.” Thanks to an 
extensive partnership, the Tack Factory Dam is being removed as I write, and will, for the 
purpose of reconnecting Third Herring Brook, be gone by the time that you read these 
words. Upstream from Tack Factory Dam, the Mill Pond Dam was removed a couple of years 
ago. These combined dam removals open up access to more than 8 miles of Third Herring’s 
stream habitat for the diadromous fish that swim up into the North River. 

The partnership 
removing Tack Factory Dam is 
made up of the dam’s owner, 
the Cardinal Cushing Center, 
the North and South Rivers 
Watershed Association, the 
Trout Unlimited/NOAA 
partnership, Greater Boston TU, 
NOAA (through another 
funding vehicle), private 
donors, the Sea-Run Brook 
Trout Coalition, the Mass. Div. 

Third Herring Brook reclaims its channel. 

Tack Factory spillway in summer. 
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of Ecological Restoration, and the conservation commissions of the towns of Norwell and 
Hanover. 

In his 1829 “History 
of Scituate, Massachusetts”, 
Samuel Deanes described, at 
some length, the decline of 
the fisheries of the North 
River – a thirteen-mile long 
tidal river that enters the sea 
in Scituate. According to 
Deanes, herring, smelt, and 
striped bass were in danger 
of disappearing. Salmon had 
been lost long before the 
time of Deanes’ writing. 
Deane recounted how smelt 
had once been known to run 
the entire length of Third 
Herring Brook, a tributary of the North River, up to its source, a large spring that bubbled 
out of the ground in a bog called Valley Swamp. As of Deanes’ writing in 1829, smelt trying 
to spawn in Third Herring were restricted to a small reach of stream just above tidewater 
by a dam that would come to be known as Tack Factory Dam. Upstream of Tack Factory 
Dam there were six more dams ending at Jacobs Pond Dam near the headwater of the 
brook. 

A few years ago, on a muggy August afternoon, I put my canoe into Jacobs Pond, 
the uppermost impoundment on Third Herring Brook, with the intention of locating the 
headwater spring in Valley Swamp, and to see if there might be any brook trout holding out 
in that very uppermost reach of the brook, a place where smelt once migrated to. I was 
disappointed to see that the impounding effect of the Jacobs Pond Dam slowed the water 
for as far up into the swamp as I could pole my canoe. Out of curiosity, I put my 
thermometer into the scummy looking swamp water. To my surprise, the temperature of 
the water was 57 degrees. After paddling back to Jacobs Pond, I dropped my thermometer 
back into the water. The temperature of the pond water was 80 degrees. That 80 degrees, 
in a nutshell, is what has been done to our salter brook trout populations, not just in the 
North and South Rivers watershed, but also along the entire Atlantic coast from Long Island 
to Maine. 

 Despite the dams placed on Third Herring, brook trout managed to survive by 
living in the coldwater tributaries that make up the brook’s watershed. One of the “brook 

Removing the spillway. 
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trout” tributaries enters Third Herring Brook just up stream of Tack Factory Pond Dam and 
the hope is that once the dam is removed these brook trout will resume the anadromous 
life history, that according to old accounts, was prevalent in the North and South Rivers 
before the dams overwhelmed their ecosystem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This coming spring volunteers from NSRWA and SRBTC will be watching and 
counting as river herring move up into a stream that they have been denied access to for 
over a hundred years. We’ll also be observing the movements of smelts, shad, lamprey eels, 
and, of course, our native brook trout as they move about an unobstructed stream that will 
run cooler in the summer thanks to dam removal. Pretty profound.  

For more information about Third Herring Brook: 
http://www.nsrwa.org/environment/restoring-fish-streams/third-herring-brook/ 
 
Note from the Editor: This article by Warren brings to attention something SRBTC is becoming more dedicated 
in, species diversity. While we will always give priority to anadromous brook trout, their ecosystem overall 
benefits a variety of other fish species, who in the past, were incredibly important to their environment and to 
brook trout. Smelt for example, begin their spawning run in early spring as ice and cold temperatures recede. 
This influx of marine derived nutrients provides salter brook trout with a much needed, nutrient dense source 
of food after a long New England winter. Witnessing a smelt run in Downeast Maine in the spring of 2016, I 
watched numerous brook trout chasing the schools of spawning smelt, and can only imagine the feeding frenzy 
that must have occurred when the young smelt emerged from their eggs. This symbiosis is present for a variety 
of species in a healthy estuary from flounder, herring and tomcod to mummichogs, silversides and striped bass. 
 

As mentioned by Warren, Third Herring Brook will now offer a unique opportunity to study how well land-
locked brook trout reestablish anadromy, if they will at all. SRBTC will be keeping a close eye on this system 
as the stream reverts to its roots. Look for more updates in coming issues of The Salter. – Justin Fleming 

A Third Herring Brook trout. 

http://www.nsrwa.org/environment/restoring-fish-streams/third-herring-brook/
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Observations of Trout Spawning Under High Tides During the Supermoon 
By: Steve Hurley 

 Supermoons and King Tides made the news in Massachusetts in Mid-November of 
2016 as the combination of the closest approach of the moon since 1948 and the annual 
spring tides (also known as King Tides) brought unusually high tides to the Massachusetts 
coastline. While doing my regular checks on the PIT antenna stations in the lower section 
of Red Brook on The Trustees of Reservations Theodore Lyman Reserve, I just happened to 
be there near the peak of a King Tide just after a supermoon. Predicted high tide was a 5.3 
foot elevation at 8:30 am (highest tide of the year) at Onset and I was checking antenna 1 
around 8:58 am.  

 Trout had been spawning in the area for a couple of weeks and the water levels I 
observed were at least 2 feet higher than the normal water level. I encountered a group of 
cadets from the Massachusetts Maritime Academy environmental monitoring class doing 
some water quality measurements and decided to show them the brook trout spawning 
areas to avoid. I was surprised to see the fish still hanging out near the redds. The class 
measured salinity levels near my Antenna 2 and measured 25 ppt at the bottom (full 
strength sea water is about 35 ppt) and 0.2 ppt at the surface. After downloading the PIT 
reader, I decided to try to film some underwater GoPro footage. This requires a long stick 
and careful placement to avoid spooking the trout. 

 The footage shows the clear evidence of seawater (swirling patterns as it mixes with 
freshwater) but the brook trout continued to show site fidelity to the redds. A female trout 
will develop a redd, digging in the gravel, and hover nearby for extended periods of time 
while a male or males hover nearby ready for the critical moment when the female trout 
decides to deposit her eggs. Notice in the images below how clear the picture on the left is. 
This was captured mere seconds before the image on the right. The distortions on the right 
are caused when high concentration salt water mixes with low concentration fresh water. 

A female brook trout digs her redd (sideways fish) while two males look on 
hoping to be the lucky one. 
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Chemists jokingly refer to this phenomenon as “whirly gigs,” and it occurs any time a 
concentrated solution mixes with an unconcentrated one due to the way dissolved 
chemicals, in this case salt, affect the waves of light as they pass through the water column.  

 

 Theodore Lyman noted spawning in tidal areas in his journal from November 6, 
1873, “Mr.  Lyman was down for the second time……Trout were seen spawning not only 
under the bridge but 1/3 down on the meadow where the tide makes.” The areas where 
the trout were filmed recently have been noted as heavy spawning areas since the removal 
of an old concrete flume in 2010, but this was the first time spawning behavior was clearly 
observed in a very saline environment.  After the tide went out, trout were again observed 
in a more normal 4 to 12 inches of water. Since the eggs are buried in sand and gravel in 
areas with upwelling groundwater, the eggs that were in the redds should be able to survive 
this temporary exposure to sea water (a salt bath is sometimes used in fish hatcheries to 
treat disease and fungus). 

See anything peculiar here? As females hover 
near/over their redds, males jockey to be the lucky 
guy. In the image to the left, the larger, more 
dominant male bites the tail of a smaller male who’s 
trying to get in on the action. The circle highlights the 
redd, the fresh gravel dug up appears as a lighter 
color than the undisturbed gravel. In a matter of 
weeks, algae will begin growing on the newly 
exposed rock, darkening the redds to match the rest 
of the stream bed until the redd is totally 
camouflaged. It is important that as scientists and 
anglers alike, we remain wary of this fact, and from 
November through February, watch where we step 
within the stream. One wrong step could kill a lot of 
trout. 

View the video here: http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/brook-trout-observed-
spawning-in-salt-water/ 

http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/brook-trout-observed-spawning-in-salt-water/
http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/brook-trout-observed-spawning-in-salt-water/
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Sea-Run Brook Trout Fishing for Science in Downeast Maine 2016 

By: Geoffrey Day 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2016 marked the second-year volunteers participated in SRBTC’s Fishing for Science 
program in Maine. Partnering for the first time with Maine Audubon’s Remote Stream 
Fishing Survey, anglers from several states convened in Downeast Maine to fish for sea-run 
brook trout to further scientific research on two separate trips. 

 While this marks SRBTC’s first participation in ME Audubon’s increasingly successful 
angler pond and stream surveying projects, SRBTC’s Fishing for Science program has been 
in operation since 2014 and has very different goals and objectives through our 
collaboration with the University of Maine’s School of Biology and Ecology at UMaine’s 
Orono campus. This partnership is a great example of how SRBTC combines volunteers 
doing work to extend scientific research in to help state and federal agencies as well as non-
governmental organizations.  SRBTC has set a goal to continue and expand this work with 
additional NGOs’ and campuses, as well continue with the many great organizations already 
involved. 

Left to right: Steve DeWick, Randy Clark, Stan and Genie Jennings, Dwayne Shaw, Emily Bastian, Tyler Grant, 
Kevin Gallant, Chris Introne, Ted Williams, Steve Hirshberg, Geoffrey Day, George Leinbaugh, Don Sprangers, 

Justin Fleming, Mike Look, Heather Andrews and Mark Andrews.  Of this group, five people were TU 
volunteers from Maine’s Merrymeeting Bay Chapter, three were from Maine Inland Fish and Wildlife, five 

were from the Downeast Salmon Federation, two were from SRBTC, and one was from Maine Audubon.   Not 
pictured in this photograph were the numerous Maine Audubon volunteers who arrived several days after 

this picture was taken. Picture was taken by Bob Mallard.  Missing from the picture is Jeff Reardon of Maine 
TU who arrived just as the clams and venison burgers were steaming hot. Special thanks to Mike Look & 

Skippy the Beagle. 
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 While virtually all streams that cross Route 1 in Coastal Maine may – or once did – 
run silver with sea-run brook trout, very little is known about this unique life history. Maine 
Fish and Wildlife does not yet bestow these fish with any special regulations; licensed 
anglers fishing under general regulations can catch and keep up to five brook trout per day 
from most coastal access streams. 

 In the fall of 2013, through SRBTC’s participation with the Eastern Brook Trout Joint 
Venture, we learned that there was an opportunity to study these unique fish to understand 
exactly how much they use the marine environment. This would be the first step in helping 
to conserve brook trout that lived in Maine’s coastal access streams. However, since so little 
research has been done, there was no way to determine marine use without basic research 
that required fatal sampling of select samples of sea-run brook trout.  Further, if this work 
was successful, a new process could be developed to non-lethally determine if a fish was 
indeed a sea-run fish, and if so, how much time any specific fish had spent in the marine 
environment. So while this might look like a bunch of men and women on a really fun fishing 
trip, this is actually science at work. And yes, we did catch fish.  Lots of fish.   

The Science 

 This past fall, SRBTC met with Dr. Michael Kinnison of UMaine Orono’s Conservation 
Genetics lab to learn that progress is being made through micro-chemical analysis.  
Kinnison’s students, in conjunction with specialty labs around the country, are cutting and 
polishing brook trout otoliths collected by volunteers. The otolith is a bone within the ear 
of a trout, used to indicate things such as balance, gravity and movement.  Once the otolith 
is split and polished, it exposes layered deposits that accumulate over time as the fish 
matures.  These layers, very much like rings on a tree stump, contain information.   

 To get that information, graduate student scientists use a tiny laser beam to burn a 
line across the otolith.  As the laser moves from layer to layer it generates gasses that can 
be analyzed to determine both when the fish was in the marine environment, and how long 
it was there based on the chemical signatures of whatever food they were eating and the 
water they were swimming in.  An otolith will definitively tell us which fish is a true salter, 
how long it was in the salt water and when it entered and exited salt water in great detail. 

 Additionally, Kinnison’s lab is working to correlate findings from otolith samples 
with soft tissue samples so that in the future, a simple, non-lethal fin clip can help scientists 
learn more about sea-run brook trout behavior.  Stay tuned as we will await final research 
results from UMaine Orono soon.  

Maine Fishing for Science 2016 

 In May 2016, volunteer anglers had a great time fishing some of Maine’s iconic 
Downeast rivers and streams. Our team was indeed successful in meeting the goal of 
collecting five fish from known salt water habitat to help finish up Dr. Kinnison’s work – so 
the trip was a great success. Rivers fished included the Orange River and East Stream, the 
Chandler and Englishmen’s. One day, starting in Lubec, Maine, we began searching for 
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streams as we headed west and south back to East Machias.  We fished virtually every brook 
we crossed and found salters in most brooks, as expected.  While he was not on that leg of 
the trip, noted conservation writer Ted Williams spent several days fishing with us and 
wrote a nice article about fishing and conserving Maine salters, published in Fly Rod and 
Reel Magazine this past summer. 

http://flyrodreel.com/saving-salter-brook-trout/ 

In addition to having Fly Rod and Reel’s Ted Williams along, this trip was also documented 
by Deirdre Fleming of the Portland Press Herald.  Read her article here: 
 

http://www.pressherald.com/2016/05/29/sea-run-brook-trout-study-finds-coveted-
fisheries/ 

 
 In this article, Deidre reports that "In the first two years of the (Maine Audubon) 
Coastal Stream Survey Project in Maine, brook trout were confirmed in 58 of 78 coastal 
streams surveyed by volunteers." In 2016, Maine Audubon added another 28 out of 35 
streams. That means 86 out of 113 streams surveyed or 76% had salter brook trout in them. 
Were all fish truly salters?  That raises an interesting question.  As these were all coastal 
access streams below head-of-tide dams; and as any fish could freely travel in and out of 
salt water, these 86 streams are salter streams - and yes these are presumably salter brook 
trout. 

 Yet, as we know from work on Red Brook, not all trout in salter streams actually go 
to the salt.  In Erin Snook's research on Red Brook published in 2014, sonic tags were used 
to track some 54 trout as they moved in and out of Red Brook over a period of 33 months.  
Erin's team found some 50% of these fish were detected in the estuary below Red Brook, 
while only 9% moved into the marine environment. While it is generally understood that 
brook trout exhibit increasingly anadromous behavior as one moves further north, we truly 
don’t know what causes anadromous behavior, or even if this conventional wisdom is 
indeed true. So much work is still to be done.  Science is often interesting because the more 
answers you get, often the more questions arise. 

Back to Maine   

 We don't know how many of these streams contain truly anadromous brook trout - 
but we do know that we'll know more as the science advances and as sampling methods 
are further developed. SRBTC wishes to thank volunteer anglers who came from TU’s 
Merrymeeting Bay Chapter, Maine Audubon, Maine TU and SRBTC.  Plus none of this could 
have happened without support from Maine Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the 
Downeast Salmon Federation. 

http://flyrodreel.com/saving-salter-brook-trout/
http://flyrodreel.com/saving-salter-brook-trout/
http://www.pressherald.com/2016/05/29/sea-run-brook-trout-study-finds-coveted-fisheries/
http://www.pressherald.com/2016/05/29/sea-run-brook-trout-study-finds-coveted-fisheries/
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 On the second trip, SRBTC, in conjunction with fishermen from TU’s Nor’East 
Chapter (Ipswich, MA), spent a long early June weekend fishing the Dennys River thanks to 
a generous donation from Robinson’s Cottages Camps in Dennysville, Maine. The Dennys 
River was once renowned for its Atlantic salmon run. When the salmon stopped returning 
– and the fishermen stopped coming to catch them – the Dennys River Salmon Camp fell 
into disrepair and was recently donated to the Downeast Salmon Federation to help with 
DSF’s work in developing run-of-river hatcheries to help bring back the salmon.  However, 
these rivers, once famous for salmon, also contain large populations of sea-run brook trout. 
SRBTC co-founder Warren Winders reports that Jerome V.C. Smith, possibly one of the first 
to be writing about fly fishing in the early Nineteenth Century, went on a quest to be among 
the first to catch an Atlantic salmon on the fly in the Dennys River. Dr. Smith’s 1883 report 
stated the trout were “so numerous” as to be “unequalled” – so much so that their 
“numbers proved annoying.” Smith was reporting that because he was so frequently 
interrupted by trout taking his fly that he became annoyed -- and he never did catch that 
salmon. 

 With the right kind of promotion, and with an improved understanding of trout 
behavior, anglers might start to come from all over the country to target sea-run brook 
trout like they once came for salmon. If you wish to fish Downeast Maine for brook trout, 
by all means please reach out to Billy Robinson, as he grew up fishing and guiding in 
Downeast Maine and his family built and maintains a lovely and very comfortable group of 
riverside cottages that are loved by anglers and nature enthusiasts alike. 

 On both trips to Maine in 2016, we also fished the Orange River. On one day in May, 
fishing was quite spectacular. But by June it was a bit disappointing as the drought had 
caused the water levels to drop and despite lots of fishing, only a few trout were caught. 
One of our party reported seeing a large fish trying to leap up the 40 foot dam. Perhaps that 
was a salmon. Could it have been anything else? 

Pictured here is Billy Robinson just below the Dennys River Sportsman’s Club building, 
now owned by DSF. 
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 Notably the dam there on the Orange River in Whiting, Maine is now owned by the 
Downeast Salmon Federation, which is exploring options with the town to try to bring back 
native sea-run salmon, trout and some ten additional anadromous species in the river. The 
presently dammed Orange River flows for 4.8 miles and empties into Whiting Bay, which 
becomes Cobscook Bay. The lower tidal reaches of the Orange are joined with non-dammed 
East Stream, which, as you might imagine, is loaded with wild salter brook trout as are the 
lower reaches of the Orange River when the conditions are right. The Orange River is now 
a flagship conservation project of the Maine Coast Heritage Trust, which is raising $2.2 
million to protect some 2,300 acres there. 

 In this map provided by the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture, note the orange 
“wild trout patch” ends at the red dot, which marks the Whiting Village Dam. The Maine 
Coast Heritage Trust’s Downeast Office, based at DSF’s EMARC Facility in East Machias, is 

See http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/wild-brook-trout-mapping-tools/ 
for demo of mapping tool provided by Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture. 

http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/wild-brook-trout-mapping-tools/
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headed up by Jacob Van der Sande. We can’t ask for a better advocate for sea-run trout, as 
Jacob did his graduate work studying anadromous brook trout in the Laval River in Quebec, 
Canada. 

I’ll leave you with this one story 

 Guided by Billy Robinson, we launched our four canoes in one of the only put-ins 
there at the top of the Dennys River.  I was excited as we’d had a lot of buildup. Billy 
Robinson tells great stories, and we knew we’d be catching fish as he’d fished the river just 
days before.  I was prepared, with two GoPro Cameras and another digital camera in a dry-
box, just in case.  I was canoeing with Fred Jennings, President of the Nor’East Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited. While I had canoed with Fred before, this would be my first time in 
potential white water situations, so I was a bit apprehensive.  During the first three minutes 
of the trip I suddenly saw large schools of herring beneath the canoes – and lurking just 
beneath them, sure enough, were large schools of very large brook trout.  We all saw them 
and later agreed we must have seen about forty brookies that had to be at least 18 inches 
and up.  However, none of us were quick enough with rods or cameras (or skilled enough 
with our paddles) to do anything about this amazing scene unfolding beneath us in the clear 
water. 

 Only after telling this story and remembering the eagles that preceded us as we 
floated down the river did it occur to me what was going on.  These fish were likely taking 
cover beneath the herring to avoid predation from the pair of bald eagles that were sitting 
in the pine trees just above this pool. For the next two days we caught plenty of fish and 
whenever we saw eagles, we knew we were approaching a spring hole or productive 
section. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Mark Warner, Geoffrey Day, Josh Rownd, Dick Denton, Peter Mulholland, 
Fred Jennings and Billy Robinson. Special thanks to Nor’East TU’s Josh Rownd who won the trip 

at the Nor’East TU Banquet and Auction. 
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 Fishing the Dennys was fabulous. We caught salmon smolts, brook trout, bass and 
chub; and we all enjoyed the eagles, deer, beavers and otters and the gorgeous 18 mile 
uninhabited river.  However, upon further reflection, the Dennys River tells a different 
story.  The Dennys is a microcosm that illustrates problems affecting brook trout streams 
virtually everywhere.  Just above that first pool at the put-in is a series of dams that would 
block fish passage if not for a fishway put in to allow herring passage.  While DSF has 
cameras in those fishways, we have no indication that the trout are using them, so for all 
we know those trout were doomed to become eagle food or to be taken by local anglers – 
after all, there is a five fish per day limit. Above that herring run is Meddybemps Lake, a 
6,700 acre impoundment which is maintained at certain levels by the local townships, 
presumably so that docks, boats and waterskiing provide optimum pleasure for summer 
tourists and maximum values for property owners. The lake is also well known for prolific 
smallmouth bass that were stocked back in 1869, so bass have been flowing down the 
Dennys for well over a century. Smallmouth bass are well known to decimate brook trout 
populations. Of course the dam and lake also prevent the Dennys from flowing naturally. 
Natural sediments end up in the lake, which reduce available oxygen in the summers. 
Warmed waters from the lake also presumably raise the temperature in the river during 
the summer, which further impedes trout survival. 

 The Dennys is also, just like every other river in Maine, the result of centuries of 
environmental engineering work done by the logging, milling, hydropower and other 
industries.  Not only has it been dammed and straightened and blown out through log 
drives, but its banks have been cut over countless times so any natural sinuosity or woody 
cover that would provide shelter and spawning habitat in an undamaged river is 
significantly missing.  There are countless other unfortunate issues affecting rivers in Maine, 
but to go on about them would be impolite, so I’ll stop there. It is testament to the highly 
adaptable brook trout that anything at all survives in these systems. 

 If you go to Maine in search of sea-run brookies, please help support Maine’s 
emerging new destination fishery by fishing responsibly and by donating or volunteering 
for any of the many organizations working to enhance and restore anadromous fisheries in 
Maine.  Organizations include the Downeast Salmon Federation, Maine Coast Heritage 
Trust, Maine Audubon and Maine Trout Unlimited. In some cases, free lodging may be 
available through sponsoring organizations, so please contact SRBTC if you wish to go. 
 
 
To fish the Dennys, contact Billy Robison, Dennys River Guide Service at (207) 726-5579. 
 
To learn more, visit http://www.dennysriverguide.com/. 

To see the cottages and general layout, visit http://www.robinsonscottages.com/  

 
  

javascript:void(0)
http://www.dennysriverguide.com/
http://www.robinsonscottages.com/
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Daylighting Iron Mine Brook  
By: Warren Winders 
  

 Protect, reconnect, restore – this is the mantra that describes what is needed to 
save the brook trout of our coastal rivers and streams. Sometimes the act of removing an 
obstruction, like a dam or a perched culvert from a stream, reconnects more than stream 
habitat. It also reconnects the people of a community with their watershed. This is what 
recently happened at Iron Mine Brook in the town of Hanover, Massachusetts. 
 
 Indian Head Drive is a quiet, tree shaded lane that follows the bank of the Indian 
Head River downstream until, after about a quarter of a mile, it dead ends at a canoe 
launch, and the beginning of a large tract of heavily wooded, town owned conservation 
land. Until recently, the road extended a short distance past the gravel parking area that 
serves the canoe launch and over a massive set of concrete culverts through which Iron 
Mine Brook flowed. As is the case with too many culverts, the downstream bases were 
perched well above the streambed. 
 
 According to plans filed at the Hanover Town Hall, the culverts were placed in the 
stream, around 1960, by a developer who had planned to build houses adjacent to the river. 
The developer abandoned most of the project (probably because the area was too wet), 
leaving the road to dead end after crossing the culverts. The land was later taken by the 
town for back taxes, and protected as conservation land. 
 
 My introduction to the Indian Head River and little Iron Mine Brook took place over 
40 years ago, when I first became obsessed with the spring ritual of catching American shad 
on a fly. For as long as people have recorded the history of the region, and undoubtedly 

Now replaced perched culvert on Iron Mine Brook. 
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long before, shad have been running up the North River from the sea to spawn in the 
tributary flow of the Indian Head. And somehow, the shad have managed to survive, in spite 
of the dams that were placed in the Indian Head, drastically shortening their river, as far 
back as 1696. 
 
 Other fish run up into the Indian Head with the shad. While shad fishing, I’ve 
watched lamprey eels build their nests, and unintentionally hooked an array of anadromous 
fish that include striped bass, the striper’s cousin anadromous white perch, and an annoying 
number of blueback herring. I’ve also caught many trout, most of them hatchery brown 
trout that were stocked by the state at the canoe launch. 
 
The Native Charr 

A few years ago, during late summer, I got to accompany Steve Hurley of the 
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, and his crew, as they used an electro-
fishing backpack unit to survey some of the North River tributaries. Steve is the Southeast 
District Fisheries Manager for the 
Division, and I’ve been fortunate to 
collaborate with Steve for more than 
20 years on a project to restore salter 
brook trout at Red Brook. I mentioned 
the old rumors of wild brookies being 
in Iron Mine Brook, and when we 
surveyed the brook we found some 
brook trout that included young of the 
year. The rumors were true. There is a 
population of wild brook trout clinging 
to survival in Iron Mine Brook.  
 
 During the Iron Mine Brook 
survey, Hurley pointed out the perched 
culverts that blocked Iron Mine off 
from the Indian Head saying that 
because the road ended, and the 
culverts served no purpose, it would an 
easier task to take the culverts out and reconnect Iron Mine than it is for most situations 
where culverts block fish passage. Removing the culverts would restore Iron Mine Brook as 
a thermal refuge for the Indian Head’s and the North River’s cold water fish species. Not 
long after the survey, I mentioned the conversation with Steve Hurley about the culverts to 
Samantha Woods, the Director of the North and South Rivers Watershed Association. 
 
 Samantha Woods liked the idea of removing the culverts to reconnect Iron Mine 
with the Indian Head and the North Rivers and began to put a partnership together to take 
out the culverts. The first and most glaring need was for someone who could do the site 

An Iron Mine brook trout. 
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work of pulling the culverts. For this, Woods arranged a meeting with the Hanover D.P.W. 
and the Town’s Conservation Agent. At the meeting, Hanover D.P.W. agreed to do the site 
work if Woods and North and South Rivers Watershed Association did the permitting. 
 
 To get the permits, Woods turned to Steve Ivas, an environmental consultant and a 
former head of NSRWA, for help with wetlands flagging, design, and the notice of intent. 
Ivas liked the project so much that he volunteered his services at no cost to the NSRWA. 
Ivas would represent the project before the Conservation Commission. Another supporter 
of the project, Joe Danubio, a member of the Southeastern Massachusetts Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, volunteered his engineering services to produce the final plan. Next, a meeting 
with the Hanover Open Space Committee was arranged to assure the committee that 
access to trails on conservation property would be restored by the construction of a 
footbridge over the brook after the culverts were removed. Volunteers from SRBTC, TU and 
NSRWA would build the bridge. NSRWA meanwhile, received a grant from the Sheehan 
Foundation to purchase erosion control materials and the lumber needed to build the 
bridge. 
 
 At the hearings before the Conservation Commission, TU, SRBTC, NSRWA, and 
members of the Hanover Open Space Committee all spoke in favor of the project. At the 
end, members of the Commission all voiced their support for the project and the permits 
were awarded.  
 
 On a warm fall day in late November, the Hanover DPW commenced the removal of 
the culverts. Sandbags blocked the stream while a pump behind the sand bags temporarily 
redirected the flow. In less than two days the culverts were removed and the little 
coldwater brook was open to the daylight, and was reclaiming its previously impounded 
and sedimented channel. 
 
Connecting communities with their watersheds 

During the days that 
followed the removal of the 
culverts, people from 
Hanover and the surrounding 
towns arrived at the end of 
Indian Head Drive to check on 
the work that had been done 
and to admire the newly 
restored stream flowing into 
the Indian Head River. For 
some, it was the first time 
that they had noticed the 
brook that flowed within 
walking distance from their 
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homes. Most were unaware that Iron Mine Brook harbored a population of wild brook 
trout, or that there are other small, wild brook trout streams, like Iron Mine, that are part 
of the North and South Rivers system.  
 
 Hanover D.P.W. employees were among the folks who checked on the brook in the 
days following the removal of the culverts. They would arrive after work to inspect the 
matting that will prevent erosion until grass and shrubs take root on the slopes leading to 
the stream. All the D.P.W. people, who returned to check on their work, agreed that it felt 
good to work on a project that, for a change, helped the environment. They were justifiably 
proud of a job well done. And, as it so often does, restoration was giving people a sense of 
ownership. Iron Mine Brook had become their stream. 
 
A bridge for Iron Mine 

As mentioned earlier, part of 
the agreement for pulling out the 
culverts was the commitment from 
NSRWA to restore access to hiking 
trails by building a bridge over Iron 
Mine Brook. A portion of the grant 
from the Sheehan Foundation was 
dedicated to purchasing lumber and 
fasteners. Volunteers from NSRWA, TU 
and SRBTC would do the building. The 
second weekend in December was 
chosen as the date when volunteers 
would collect at the end of Indian Head 
Drive to build a bridge. 
 
 

 The work began on Friday morning, because the lumberyard doesn’t deliver on 
weekends. Three of us arrived at 8 A.M. and commenced to set up the generator, 
compressor and nail gun, the sawhorses and circular saw. The weather, following a warm 
spell, had turned bitterly cold by Friday morning and remained cold through the day on 
Saturday. The cold did not prevent members of the SEMA TU Chapter and the NSRWA from 
showing up, and by the end of the day on Saturday a new bridge connected the canoe 
launch parking lot with hiking trails on the far side of Iron Mine Brook. 

Bridge builders: Roger Moore, Jim Clinton, Larry 
Cook and John Kokoszka. 
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SRBTC Receives Funding for Environmental DNA (eDNA) Studies  
By: Geoffrey Day 

In these pages and elsewhere, SRBTC reported on the loss of salters from the Santuit 
River which marks the boundary between Mashpee and Barnstable Massachusetts, on the 
south side of Cape Cod. The Santuit River was one of 5 known salter rivers studied in 
Brendan Annett’s 2012 seminal paper “Conservation Genetics of Remnant Coastal Brook 
Trout Populations at the Southern Limit of Their Distribution: Population Structure and 
Effects of Stocking.” 
  

At Red Brook, the Mashpee, Santuit and Quashnet Rivers, as well as one Long Island 
NY River, the Connetquot, Annett conducted research to determine if genetic markers from 
hatchery fish could be found in the “remnant” populations of brook trout in these streams 
back in 2002 and 2003. And the good news was no indication was found that the remnant 
populations had these markers in their genes – in other words, the brook trout in these 5 
brooks had not descended from hatchery fish. In simple terms, this proved these salters 
were wild fish – and as you might imagine, this spurred SRBTC founders and others to 
imagine the possibilities of these fish coming back. 

 
Fast forward to the spring of 2015 and Brendan Annett returned to the Santuit to 

observe that there were no trout in the river. State biologist Steve Hurley, along with 
assistance from the Wompanoag Tribe as well as help from SRBTC and interns from 

Newly freed Iron Mine Brook. Thanks also to Charlie Naff, Kurt 
Prouty and Joe Danubio. 
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Patagonia Boston confirmed via electroshocking several times that there indeed were no 
trout in the Santuit by the fall of 2015. 
 

Enter eDNA. Earlier on a trip to Maine, Michael Hopper and Geoffrey Day had met 
with Dr. Michael Kinnison of UMaine Orono and learned of an exciting new technology that 
could detect fish in a body of water from a very small water sample. This new technology 
was called “environmental DNA” or eDNA for short. While it took a while for the 
information to sink in, by the fall of 2015, it became apparent that SRBTC could be using 
eDNA technology to see if Steve had missed any fish when he electroshocked the river, and 
if salters had truly been extirpated from the famed Santuit. 

 

By December 2015, SRBTC was sufficiently equipped and trained to begin sampling 
water to determine if the Santuit River brook trout had been extirpated. While this sounds 
complicated, it really was quite simple with all the supplies and technology purchased at a 
local WalMart per specific instructions from Kinnison’s lab. Water samples collected were 
frozen and shipped by FedEx and by the fall of 2016, we had an answer. 

 
The above table shows 0/3, “three strikes, you’re out,” for the Santuit. That means 

no DNA from brook trout was found in water samples taken from the Santuit River. 
Following good scientific procedures, samples taken on the same day from known positive 
Red Brook showed positive, so we knew that the analytic test was working correctly. While 
this is indeed bad news for the Santuit, there is hope there. On a hot day in July Mark Hudy 
and Stephen Perry from the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture joined SRBTC’s Warren 
Winders, MassWildlife’s Steve Hurley and new state Cold Water Biologist Adam Kautza, and 
it was decided that Santuit was sufficiently cold so that trout could be re-introduced from 
a plentiful population in a nearby brook. Stay tuned on this as there is much work to be 
done here. As of this writing, the re-introduction has not taken place. 
 

The basic conclusion of the eDNA work is that this emerging technology is good 
enough to help us determine presence / absence of brook trout using simple, low cost, 
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“citizen science” type techniques. The best news of all is that SRBTC has recently received 
funding from the Essex County Community Foundation to begin using eDNA tests to sample 
more salter trout streams. This work will help find “the needle in the haystack” and when 
we have found that metaphoric 
needle, we can then prioritize that 
brook and begin to increasingly focus 
conservation and restoration efforts 
there. This work will commence in 
December of 2016, just in time to 
mark the anniversary of the first 
eDNA water sample taken back in 
2015 there on the Santuit River. With 
eDNA, the Santuit’s loss may be a 
gain for the conservation and 
protection of wild brook trout in 
other systems. 
 
Read more about eDNA here: http://www.adirondackalmanack.com/2016/12/new-study-
dna-based-detection-brook-trout-streams.html  

 

For the Fisherman: Dick Empie’s Deadly Shiner 
By: Josh Allen 

 The deadly shiner was created by Dick Empie of 
Massachusetts. It was, however a variation of Larry 
Dahlberg’s Flash Dancer which was “invented” in 
Minnesota when Dahlberg was a young guide. The shiner 
has proved to be my most productive fly in my fly box and 
you won’t find me without a stash of them on hand. Tied in 
gold, silver, pearl, or any other combination, you won’t go 
wrong. 

Materials: 
Hook: Daiichi 1720 Sz 10 (any streamer hook 3XL will do) 
Wire: .020 Lead Free Round Wire (optional) 
Thread: UTC 140 FL. Fire Orange  
Head: Bead of appropriate size for the hook 
Tail: Red Krystal Flash 
Body, Tail, Collar: Bill’s Bodi Braid Gold (Silver, Pearl, and 
any other mix works well. Available in 10 and 30yd options, 
I suggest going with the 30yd roll vs. 10yd carded material as it doesn’t kink) 

http://www.adirondackalmanack.com/2016/12/new-study-dna-based-detection-brook-trout-streams.html
http://www.adirondackalmanack.com/2016/12/new-study-dna-based-detection-brook-trout-streams.html
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Steps: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
After pinching the barb, slide the bead on and 
set the hook into the jaws. 
 
 
 

 
 
Wrap your wire onto the hook moving it 
forward to hold the bead in place. 
 
 
 

 
 
Start your thread behind the wire and wind 
back to the barb of the hook. 
 
 
 

 
 
Tie in a few pieces of flash, don’t worry about 
adding a lot…it’s a flashy fly anyway. 
 
 
 

For the bodi braid I cut myself a 10 inch (or so) 
section which will be enough to tie the tail, 
body and collar in one shot. Start by picturing 
that the hook has 4 sides, we’re going to make 
4 loops, one on each “side”. Form a loop about 
a half inch long.  
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Continue to make loops around the other 3 
sides. Tie down each loop as you go along.  
 
 
 

 
 
Now with the bodi braid, wrap up the shank of 
the hook to just behind the eye. 
 
 

 
 
Just like you did for the tail, we’re going to 
construct loops for the collar, using the same 
technique. 
 
 

 
 
Once you’ve completed the 4 loops for the 
collar, cut away any remaining bodi braid.  
 
 

 
 
Form a small hot spot with the thread right 
behind the bead, whip finish and cut your 
thread. 
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--- Addendum --- 

Back issues of The Salter are available at our website at:  

http://www.searunbrookie.org/newsletter/   

Additional updates can be viewed here: http://www.searunbrookie.org/updates/  

You may also enjoy visiting our Facebook page or YouTube Channel: 
 
http://facebook.com/srbtc.org/     
 
http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/youtube-channel-for-sea-run-brook-trout-
videos/  

 
 
Now grab your scissors 
and cut the loops of the 
tail and then the collar. 
 
 

 
With a normal hair comb take the fly and rest it 
on something (pants, table, or anything you can 
find) run the comb over the entire fly to break 
apart the fibers. 

 
 

 
 

Add head cement to finish! 

 
 

http://www.searunbrookie.org/newsletter/
http://www.searunbrookie.org/updates/
http://facebook.com/srbtc.org/
http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/youtube-channel-for-sea-run-brook-trout-videos/
http://www.searunbrookie.org/conservation/youtube-channel-for-sea-run-brook-trout-videos/
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All photos published in this edition of The Salter with permission from: 
Josh Allen 
Geof Day 

Justin Fleming 
Max Holmes 
Geoff Klane 

Christophe Perez 
Jim Robinson 

Warren Winders 
 

Want to see your sea-run brook trout pictures featured in 
future editions of The Salter?  

Email them along with a brief description to justin@searunbrookie.org. 
 

We’d also like to thank our partners for their tireless dedication to environmental issues 
including the conservation and restoration of New England’s sea-run brook trout. 

 

mailto:justin@searunbrookie.org?subject=Sea-Run%20Pictures
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Sea Run Brook Trout Coalition Contact Info 

Want to find out more about SRBTC? Please feel free to contact Executive Director Geof 
Day at gday@searunbrookie.org. 

Also, check us out on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/srbtc.org or visit our 
website at http://www.searunbrookie.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Order a signed, limited edition Flick Ford print of a salter brook trout. All proceeds benefit 
Sea-Run Brook Trout Coalition! Available, framed or unframed through the SRBTC website 

at http://www.searunbrookie.org/red-brook-sea-run-brook-trout-prints-by-flick-ford. 

Join the Sea Run Brook Trout Coalition! 

Please join us in our effort to protect and restore sea-run brook trout! We are a federally recognized 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization and your contributions are tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed by law. 
Your membership fee of $35/year helps us to continue to carry out restoration projects, advocacy, public 
education and outreach, and scientific research on sea-run brook trout throughout the NE United States. You 
can join online through our web site at http://www.searunbrookie.org/membership or, if you prefer, you may 
simply send us a check, made out to Sea Run Brook Trout Coalition Corp., to our postal address: 

Sea Run Brook Trout Coalition Corp. 

P.O. Box 1024 

Newburyport MA 01950 

All our members receive our free quarterly newsletter, The Salter, which will keep you 
abreast of our doings and other matters relevant to sea-run brook trout.                                 

mailto:gday@searunbrookie.org
https://www.facebook.com/srbtc.org
http://www.searunbrookie.org/
http://www.searunbrookie.org/red-brook-sea-run-brook-trout-prints-by-flick-ford
http://www.searunbrookie.org/membership
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